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An integrated approach on terminology importance used in defining and implementing of the environmental 
protection concept is being presented in this study. In help of presented statements the fundamental principles that 
govern the field of environmental protection are being discussed. In the end, the importance of definitions with 
fundamental character is underlined, as well as the four counted principles, in the general activity of environmental 
protection and in the sector activity of protection of each component and subcomponent of environmental protection, 
which eases efficient predictions that will fundament decision making and managerial actions of environmental 
protection.   
 





The success of development of each action 
that imposes efficient decision making in the 
relationship cost-benefit is conditioned by clearly 
defining the actual field of activity and the 
establishment of involved limits and capacities. 
It is unfortunate that in the used terminology 
of environmental protection the concept “protection 
of the surrounding environment” has not met until 
now a definition and an explanation that is 
unanimously accepted. The lack of this definition as 
well as the etymological and semantic explanation 
of this concept has generated in time a transfer of 
these activities to other fields: ecology, biology, 
economy, geography, geology. 
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This deficiency leads to the impossibility of 
proper “environmental protection” development as 
well established field of activity with integrating 
functions for scientific interdisciplinary fields. The 
development of the environmental legislation itself 
suffers under present conditions of lack on its 
explicative formula of “protection of the 
environment”, swinging in between diverse 
approach variations of legislative standards. 
The difficulty of defining the term and its 
activities concerning “protection of the surrounding 
environment” is being felt at the level of prestige 
schools internationally that approach this field 
without having a unanimously accepted definition 
for the general term “environment” and especially 
not for the term “protection of the surrounding 
environment”. 
The definitions used until now in explaining 
the general term “environment” from the Romanian 
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legislation, as for other standards of the EU country 
members are being expressed confusing and without 
legal substance, having an ambiguous formula, that  
substitutes the general term “environment” but not 
the term “surrounding environment”. 
The general character term “environment” 
needs to have the significance of a source word, 
standing at the bottom of the formation of other 
compound words like: surrounding environment, 
aquatic environment, ecological environment, 
academic environment, urban environment… . 
The lack of existence of a general character 
definition but also unanimously accepted for the 
source word “environment”, has led to other new 
compound words, with its legal meaning not being 
accepted by the scientific community and by the 
professionals from the interdisciplinary sciences. As 
for terms like geological environment, ecological 
environment, acoustic environment… , still 
represent words that cause much controversy among 
different groups of professionals. 
Under Law number 265/2006 for approval of 
Emergency Government Order number 195/2005 
concerning environmental protection, the official 
definition of the term “environment” has the 
following content: 
“Environment represents the natural 
assembly of conditions and elements of planet 
earth: air, water, soil, subsoil, characteristic 
aspects of the landscape, all the atmosphere 
layers, all organic and nonorganic materials, as 
well as living beings, natural systems under 
interaction, containing the elements counted 
previously, including the some material and 
spiritual values, life quality and conditions that 
can influence well being and human health”. 
This definition has in its content conflicting 
elements (the natural assembly of conditions and 
elements of planet earth … natural systems 
under interaction, … some material and spiritual 
values, quality of life [whose?] and … well being 
and human health), being expressed confusing 
(air, water, soil, subsoil, characteristic aspects of 
the environment, all atmosphere layers, all 
organic and nonorganic materials, as well as 
living beings…), generating living controversy 
from its lack of generating philosophical substance. 
From lack of philosophical consistency 
resulted the need of preoccupation for finding new 
defining formulas and explanations of this therm. 
Taking over diverse attempts manifested until 
present times of defining this term with a general 
character from various fields of activity, having at 
the bottom numerous analysis, research and a 
succession of adaptations imposed by the 
complexity of interrelationships amongst 
compounds and subcomponents of the surrounding 
environment, has led to a definition with a general 
character, that can be accepted in the actual stage of 
gnosiological development: 
“Environment represents the objective and 
at the moment displayed stage of space  in which 
exist two or many biotical bodies and/or non 
biotical, where in between a permanent transfer 
of substance is being accomplished, energy and 
information, that condition a continuous 
individual and collective evolution of bodies, of 
its support space and of its existent space 
amongst bodies,  under quality, quantity and 
structural aspects, assuring an exhaustive and 
interdependent dynamics of analysis system 
components”. 
The significance of the main terms from this 
definition is the following: 
“Space (represents in Romanian language 
over 15 semantic and etymologic significances) – 
category that determines an objective and universal 
shape of the moving matter, non separable of this, 
with the aspect of a continuous and tridimensional 
whole  and that expresses  the order of body 
coexistence and /or of the systems of material world, 
meaning position, distance, proportion, reach, 
structure … ” 
“Body (presents over 20 semantic and 
etymologic significances) – portion of matter well 
defined from a system, composed out of atoms and 
molecules, with mass different from zero”. 
“System (presents over 15 semantic and 
etymologic significances) – complex of elements, 
of inter correlated phenomena, conditioned and 
structured, contained out of substance and force 
fields, in which permanent changes and 
modifications  take place in the body composition, 
incorporating an organized whole, that establishes 
order in a certain field and makes clear hierarchical 
forms of the components”. 
From the general definition of the term 
“environment” results: 
 “environment” cannot exist beyond the 
presence of bodies (biotical and non 
biotical); 
 biotical or non biotical bodies establish 
objective connections among themselves 
only in case of the existence of a support 
environment and of their surrounding 
environment, assuring permanently 
objective connections of interaction, inter 
correlation and inter conditioning, that 
generate on one hand dynamics and/or 
individual and collective evolution of bodies 
and of their support environment, and on the 
other hand, dynamics and evolution of 




surrounding environment of bodies within a 
system where they exist and evolve; 
 Environment can exist for bodies under 
shape of support environment, as well as 
under shape of surrounding environment 
(see aquatic oceanic environment, 
interplanetary environment, etc.); 
 Support environment, as well as 
surrounding environment of bodies, in 
order to be analyzed has to be positioned in 
between bodies or in the analyzed system, 
under a formula of tridimensional 
coordinates, in need of specifying through 
different evaluation methods like shape, 
length, structure,… . 
 environment, as well as bodies in their 
assembly, have to be analyzed as elements 
from a dynamic and permanently evolving 
process, imposing that their stage diagnose 
should report  to a specific moment in time 
to which the investigation was made; 
 surrounding environment from the 
analyzed systems, have a dynamics and a 
common evolution with the assembly of 
bodies that they contain, existing on short 
term also manifestations of residual type 
and differentiated under relations of inter 
dependence, inter correlation and inter 
conditioning. 
Beginning from these fundamental elements 
with general and integrating character for the term 
“environment” one can define under coherent 
formulas different compound terms like 
environment of Solar system, environment planetary 
terrestrial system, planetary terrestrial environment, 
atmosphere environment, aquifer environment … . 
  Ex. Solar system environment = 
represents a stage of objective and moment 
manifestation of space in which the totality of 
cosmic bodies exist disposed in the center and at 
the extremities of the solar system, resulted from 
the interaction of connection forces from and 
between cosmic bodies with exhaustive solar and 
extra solar space, conditioning the individual 
evolution, but also common of cosmic bodies 
from this space, and the causal explanation of the 
present situation, previous and/or future for 
bodies and parameters of analyzed stage, 
through evaluation of transfer systems, storing 
and processing of substance, energy and 
information between assembly of cosmic bodies 
with each cosmic body in part, making clear 
dynamics and evolution of the solar system under 
a continuous structural inter dependency. 
Planetary terrestrial environment = 
represents a stage of objective and moment 
manifestation, of space in which terrestrial geo 
spheres take place and of cosmic space until the 
limit of natural planetary satellite, resulting from 
the force interaction connection from and 
between these with exhaustive space surrounding 
Earth, conditioning on one side individual and 
common evolution of geo spheres with the 
totality of incorporated bodies, of their support 
system, and on the other hand of a direct 
surrounding space, assuring causal explanation 
of present situation, previous and/or future, for 
parameters of analyzed stage, referring to 
substance transfers, energy and information in 
between, making clear dynamics and evolution of 
planetary terrestrial system in continuous 
structural inter dependency.   
Atmosphere environment = represents the 
stage of objective and moment manifestation, of 
terrestrial atmosphere space, resulted from the 
interaction of connection forces from and 
between these with exhaustive surrounding 
spaces, conditioning the individual and common 
evolution of the atmosphere with geo spheres of 
direct support, as well as surrounding, assuring 
the causal explanation of the present situation, 
previous and/or future, for specific parameters of 
analyzed stage, through evaluation of transfer 
systems, storage and adaptation of substance, 
energy and information in between these, making 
clear dynamics and evolution of atmosphere 
space and of planetary terrestrial environment 
under continuous  structural inter dependency. 
Aquifer environment = represents the 
stage of objective and moment manifestation, of 
space occupied by permeable subsoil layers, 
including stored fluids, resulted from interaction 
of connection forces from and between these with 
exhaustive surrounding spaces, conditioning 
individual and common evolution of the aquifer 
itself with support and contact layers, assuring 
causal explanation of the present situation, 
previous and/or future, for analyzed hydro 
geological parameters , through the evaluation of 
transfer systems, storage and adaptation of 
substance, energy and information in between 
described elements, making clear dynamics and 
evolution of permeable space and of hydro 
geological resources in continuous structural 
inter dependency. 
Definition of term regarding the activity of 
“protection of surrounding the environment”, has 
to be take into consideration the notion of 
surrounding environment and to be able to answer 
and satisfy the necessity of technical order, and 
especially legal requirements that fundament this 
activity.      




“Protection of the surrounding 
environment” represents the management 
activity deployed through specialized institutions 
of the state, local communities, regional and/or 
international for long lasting management and 
use by human society of the components` 
assembly and environmental protection 
resources , according to fundamental principles 
from this field, through development of 
settlements and legal norms that stay at bottom 
of political formulas, strategies, programs and 
projects that need to be promoted by all physical 
and juridical personnel, for conservation, 
regeneration and reintegration of areas affected 
by humans, or damaged naturally, having as 
purpose protection of human communities 
against destructive and non functional factors, 
human and/or natural, including on support 
elements”. 
 Significance of main terms from this 
definition is the following: 
Conservation of surrounding environment = 
management activity developed through specialized 
institutions of state, for durable managing and use of 
resources` assembly and terrestrial environment 
protection, of material goods created by human 
society, having as purpose the maintenance of some 
acceptable balances reported to normal shapes of 
manifestation of environmental protection stage 
parameters, through periodical development of 
policies, programs, projects and measures based on 
settlements and legal norms, that can be applied by 
all categories of physical and juridical personnel, in 
order of keeping intangible and for long term their 
potential, to be able to satisfy necessities and 
aspirations of present and future human 
communities.      
 Rebuilding and reintegration of altered 
surrounding environment components = 
management activity for policy establishments, 
programs, projects and measures based on 
regulations and legal norms, at a level of a well 
defined area, limited in time, for weakening  and 
rebuilding of environment components 
characteristics identified as altered, as well as of 
material goods created by humans that come into 
contact and inter act with the surrounding 
environment, as a follow up either of a procedure of 
accidental pollution, or of human activities 
displayed unfit or a procedure of destructive natural 
phenomena  and/or dangerous, in order to 
encompass areas affected at the unitary assembly of 
the fundamental landscape region, for optimizing 
inter actions between human communities and 
surrounding environment, activities that are 
promoted, unrolled and monitored only through 
specialized institutions of state. 
Management = is the aware application of 
a coherent set of principles, rules, knowledge, 
methods, techniques and instruments used in 
planning, starting, undergoing and ending up 
successfully a project. 
 Surrounding environment politics = is the 
formulation of intentions and principles of an 
organization, reported with its general performance 
in environmental protection, that supplies an action 
and development frame of protection of the 
surrounding environment, according to fundamental 
principles of this field. 
 Environment objective = is the general 
aim of an organization, depicted out of surrounding 
environment politics, that has to be predicted and 
quantified periodically in the entire period due to be 
resolved. 
 Environment targets = are detailed 
requirements of environmental protection policies, 
quantified then when they are predictable, 
applicable to an organization or to parts of this, that 
come depicted from objectives of surrounding 
environment protection policies and that need to be 
defined and accomplished totally in the suggested 
timing, having as aim the reach and implementation 
of the aimed objectives. 
 Durable usage = is the use of components, 
subcomponents and of surrounding environment 
resources by humans and by the human society 
being in total compliance with the fundamental 
principles from surrounding environmental 
protection, in a way and at a rate that will not 
conduct to a short term, medium or long decline of 
these, maintaining their potential according to the 
necessities and aspirations of present and future 
generations.  
 Natural resources = is the totality of 
natural elements of the environment represented 
through regenerating resources (air, water, soil, flora 
and natural fauna), non regenerating (mineral and 
fossil combustibles) and permanent (solar energy, 
wind energy, geothermal energy and wave energy). 
 Terrestrial environment resources = is 
the totality of natural resources, along with biotical 
and non biotical systems in their interaction, 
including material values, spiritual and life quality 
of human communities. 
 Monitoring = is the activity that undergoes 
in a systematical way, with methods and unitary 
techniques, for strict supervising of characteristics 
and parameters of a body, of an activity, of a 
phenomena, in order to develop diagnostics and 
evaluations on an investigated field. 




 Integrated monitoring = is the systematic 
activity of identification and quantification of 
substance transfer, energy and information at the 
level of a subsystem, among subsystems and 
systems, in order to develop diagnostics, evaluations 
and predictions for decisional aim. 
Integrated monitoring of surrounding 
environment = is the systematic activity of 
supervising, defining and quantification of 
substance transfer, energy and information among 
all components and subcomponents of the 
surrounding environment that result from 
phenomena dynamics or inter relational processes 
among these, for diagnostics, global evaluation and 
prediction, having a decision making aim in the 
conservation activity and/or rebuilding – 
reintegrating components of the surrounding 
environment or of identified areas as altered at the 
level of a well defined territorial group. 
What results from this definition is that 
surrounding environment protection represents:  
An aware activity, well structured scientifically on 
principles of a complex management, that promotes 
itself only through responsible specialized 
institutions, for assuring prosperity to human 
communities and to life in general, according to 
principles of durable development; 
The activity of surrounding environment 
protection undergoes only on basis of strictly 
juridical rules and regulations, these are resulted 
from policies and strategies formulated periodically, 
either for assuring surrounding environment 
protection through balance maintenance of evolving 
processes of main environment components with 
aspirations behalf human communities, either for 
rebuilding or reintegration of surrounding 
environment components that have been altered by 
aggressive activities of human communities or after 
production of dangerous natural phenomena, these 
also representing the main activities that have to be 
displayed within environmental protection; 
In the display regarding protection of surrounding 
environment activities imposes knowledge in detail 
of characteristics and properties behalf components, 
subcomponents and factors of the environment, of 
tendencies in their natural evolution, especially after 
the analysis of impact due to human activities 
previous and/or future, all of them supporting 
periodical promotion through  juridical rules and 
regulations of corrective measures on environmental 
strategies and policies formulated and applied 
previously; 
Performances in the activity of surrounding 
environmental protection need to be evaluated 
periodically, so they can be reported to the insurance 
level of a healthy environment for humans and 
human community, but also the biosphere in its 
assembly; 
Due to permanent dynamics processes of the 
surrounding environment, resulted from private 
conditions wherein each component, subcomponent 
and environment factor evolves, the analysis of 
policy performances and strategies formulated 
within the activities of surrounding environmental 
protection represent a continuous process, that 
needs to be associated periodically with the 
insurance of corrective measures that should assure 
evolution tendencies at a natural level of all 
environmental components from analyzed space. 
The fundamental character of this definition 
consists in the fact that it can have a role of 
statement with root function, standing at bottom of 
protection definitions behalf each component of the 
surrounding environment (ex. protection of 
atmosphere environment, aquatic, biological, 
human, geological), as well as of their 
subcomponents, accomplishing a coherence unity 
and semantic correlation amongst specific sector 
activities of each component and subcomponent of 
the surrounding environment and global or 
integrating activity of surrounding environmental 
protection in its assembly. 
In order to accomplish specific activities in 
the field of surrounding environment protection, 
respective, conservation of surrounding 
environment, or rebuilding and reintegration of 
components behalf surrounding environment, a 
rigorous activity needs to be assured, for sector 
monitoring (specific for each component, 
subcomponent and environment factor in part), but 
especially for integrated monitoring, activities that 
assure and appropriate knowledge level that should 
ensure the fundament of decision making scientific 
activities regarding corrective measures from 
juridical rules and regulations that stay at the bottom 
of policies and strategies of environmental 
protection.  
In the activity of surrounding 
environmental protection, no matter at what level 
it reports to, regional and global, the juridical 
component is essential, resulting in dimensioning 
of technical components of action through the unroll 
of activities behalf surrounding environmental 
protection. From this point of view, the activities of 
juridical formulation of rules and regulations on 
basis of which policies, programs, projects and 
action measures have to be elaborated, the action 
measures need to have a bias character, respective at 
the level of local communities, regional an global, 
as well as otherwise, from the global system 
towards regional and local unities. 




For assuring established performances in the 
field of activities on surrounding environmental 
protection, imposes promotion of fundamental 
principles, independent of the counted principles 
from Romanian legislation for environmental 
protection, that should subordinate these, principles 
that have begun to be crystal clear internationally 
from 1990 until now, when the Council of Europe 
had the chance to approve “European strategies of 
environment conservation” and to formulate a thesis 
with fundamental character that aims as central 
purpose “The respect towards nature for what it is 
and not for what we expect from it”. 
Taking over this fundamental thesis, one can 
formulate the following fundamental principles in 
the field of activity behalf protection of the 
surrounding environment, respective: 
 
Principle number 1: The assembly of human 
communities has the obligation to use spaces of 
habitat along with the totality of its components and 
resources of the surrounding environment only for 
what they are and represent in a natural way, and not 
for what we want to obtain from these. 
 
Principle number 2: Human communities 
have to dimension in an aware and scientific way 
the habitat system, of organizing activities and their 
development, on a short, medium and long term, 
only in function of the support capacity of afferent 
space towards the terrestrial region it reports to, 
without reaching through this the critical steps of 
interaction report human- surrounding environment. 
 
Principle number 3: In case if, from diverse 
reasons production or the intention of production of 
modifications at the level of evolving parameters of 
components and surrounding environment 
resources, at the level of area and region occur, one 
has the obligation to make works and elements with 
compensating character, these need to be 
dimensioned so that no significant changes should 
come up in the regional typology of surrounding 
environment preexistent assembly of characteristics, 
but to subordinate the evolution tendencies and 
natural dynamics of the respective area. 
 
Principle number 4: Areas or regions where 
works with compensatory character have been 






 taken place at the level of main characteristic 
parameters for components and subcomponents of  
the environment, one needs to consider them as 
spaces of maximum sensitivity in the dynamics of 
new relations of intercation by components of the 
surrounding environment at a local level, and at 
neighbouring spaces, having need of efficient 
systems promotion of complex monitoring, 
maintenence and continuous development of 
accomplished papers, in order to ensure efficient 
integration of these at the preexistent suportability 
capacities level of the region whereas it reports to, 
ensuring through this protection and dynamics to 
human communities, satisfaction of needs and 
legitimate aspirations to futures generations, but 
also to continuity of life in general. 
Usage of these definitions with fundamental 
character, and of the four counted principles, in the 
general activity of surrounding environmental 
protection, and in sector activities of protection of 
each surrounding environment component and 
subcomponent, correlated to the organization 
complex sector and integrating monitoring 
activities, ensuring the necessary fundament to 
elaborate diagnostics and evaluations with scientific 
character regarding state conditions of each 
analyzed element, giving the possibility of an 
efficient prediction formulation that stay at basis of 
decision making and managerial actions of 
environment protection for a certain well defined 
area, or for the protection of components and 
subcomponents of the analyzed surrounding 
environment. 
 Integrating this demand in the relation cost-
benefit, results as an efficient process of 
development continuity and in future of the analysis 
of fundamental terminological systems as an 
essential basis of dynamics in managerial activities 
from the surrounding environmental field, correlated 
to the fundamentation of new technical-juridical 
concepts, all of these ensuring the performance and 
financial suportability condition of formulated 
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